SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
Russian past.  Here I shall take up another kind of
historical interpretation, namely, that of Professor
A. J. Toynbee, in the light of which a certain colour
may be infused into the contrast between the Russian
and the Western scenes.  I do this deliberately, for
Professor Toynbee has employed his interpretative
device with imaginative success to almost every major
phenomenon of history except the Russian revolution,
of which his explanation is, for almost all minds, both
feeble and unconvincing. The reasons for this single
breakdown are both epistemological and sociological,
and I leave their elucidation to more competent
Marxists than myself to unravel,  I utilise Professor
Toynbee's analysis, not because I regard it as finally
satisfying, but because it lends itself, in an intro-
ductory fashion, to easy exploitation.   The value of
most historical theories, in fact, lies less in their
explanatory character than in their stimulation of
historical curiosity.   We may utilise rival historical
theories as we use the sacred books of the great
religions of the world. We are interested, not so much
in the nature of the "Truth" purveyed as in the actual
history unravelled.   The non-Marxist may learn a
precious amount of sheer history from delving into the
historical parts of "Capital/5   The non-Fascist may
enrich his mind enormously by reading Pareto's great
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